Biology Syllabus 

2014-2015
Instructor: Mr. Ken Wedgwood

Room: 101 

E-mail: kenneth.wedgwood@gmail.com
School Website: www.             highschool.com

Textbook: 
Miller Levine Biology 2010, By Kenneth Raymond Miller, Joseph S. Levine - Globe Publishers - 2009 - Hardback - ISBN 0133669610

Course Description: 
Biology is devoted to the study of living things and their processes. 

Throughout the year this course provides an opportunity for students to develop scientific process skills, laboratory techniques, and an understanding of the fundamental principles of living organisms. Students will explore biological science as a process, cell structure and function, genetics and heredity, evolution and classification, diversity of living organisms and their ecological roles, and an introduction to animal structure and function,
Objectives/Goals:

• Teach students practical scientific skill that they can use to investigate, study, and explain the world around them. 

• Give students a deeper understanding of the how biology impacts their daily lives. 

• For each student to achieve the Michigan HSCE Standards for Biology. 

• To encourage the spirit of scientific investigation and with it the attitudes of accuracy in thought and work.
Grading Scheme:

	Grading Scale

	A
	100-95%

	A-
	94-90%

	B+
	89-87%

	B
	86-83%

	B-
	82-80%

	C+
	79-77%

	C
	76-73%

	C-
	72-70%

	D+
	69-67%

	D
	66-60%

	E
	59-0%


	Tests
	Projects*
	Quizzes
	Class-Work
	Lab-Work
	Homework
	Binders*

	30%
	20%
	15%
	10%
	10%
	10%
	5%


* All projects and binder grades are evaluated using rubrics.

Absence & Homework Make-Up Policy:
A teacher binder will be kept as an example for what should be in each student’s binder.  Inside will be a copy of the classroom notes with the date they were taken on.  Also, there will be a copy of the homework assignments with the date assigned and due date on them.  Also, all handouts will be available for absent students.  It is a student’s responsibility to make a copy of the missed notes and get the homework assignment, if any.  After a student has asked their peers and checked the teacher binder, then I will answer all questions about what they missed.

Make-up tests and quizzes will be taken the next day the student is in class, unless there were multiple consecutive absences.  If there were multiple absences, then the day for them to take the test will be scheduled accordingly, factoring their absences and material missed.

School Policies:
(Important school policies will be restated in this section)

Overall, this is a typical grading system based on letter grades. There a couple things that needs to be pointed out or explained. Tests are worth the most out of all the different categories, because they are a culmination of knowledge incorporating assignment and quiz questions. Also, quizzes are worth half of tests, which are still a considerable amount. Projects are worth the second most because they are an important tool for evaluation that assesses an application of understanding. Class, lab, and homework are all pretty self-explanatory. Lastly, binders are worth five percent of students’ overall grade. All students are required to have a three-ring binder.  Binders are graded on their completeness, being marked down for missing assignments or notes, and for neatness. This rewards those who do all of their work and reinforces the importance of organization.
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